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different periods of history in the mind. Thus Romanesque
(and Norman) architecture goes with the feudal system, Gothic
with the age of corporations and municipalities and the rise of
the "third estate". Renaissance architecture with its Graeco-
Roman and Baroque developments is associated with the rise
of absolute monarchies; while Neo-classicism is the art of en-
lightened despotism and revolution; and modern art, in its
indecision and its eclecticism and its great steel constructions,
belongs to the age of democracy with its socialist and liber-
tarian aspirations. Thus the plastic arts may be made the basis
for fixing historical relations systematically, and for demon-
strating die unbroken development of culture throughout the
ages. Art brings home to the child as nothing else can that
every change has its necessary antecedents in what has gone
before; that ideas change more quickly than forms, that the
process of perfection consists in finding forms adequate to ideas,
and that in both forms and ideas there always remains a sub-
stantial basis common to what has gone before, although the
manifestations of it may be different.1

Thus Cossio put his master's precepts into practice largely by
the aid of art. "His aesthetic vision of reality was deeply im-
bued with an enthusiasm for ethics, though that did not prevent
his fine artistic sense from showing through, and enabled him
to be at home in the art of all times and particularly the art of
his own time and his own country."*

The power of looking at things (he wrote in 1879) may be
applied not only to the teaching of history and natural science,
but also to almost every branch of education and in some
measure to all of them.3 This is, of course, of the first importance
in the teaching of drawing; and yet, with characteristic per-
versity, drawing is often taught by copying other drawings
rather than drawing direcdy from natural objects.

"It may surprise you", he wrote to a teacher who had
applied to him for advice, "that although these facts are so
evident, the practice of mere copying is in general use. This is
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